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What if the White House, the ultimate architectural symbol of political 
power, were to be designed today?
While a picturesque and monumental city, Washington D.C. lacks an 
urban dynamism that is found in other large metropolises and competitive global 
cities. Our proposal for the White House Redux competition is not concerned 
with aesthetics. Rather, we propose that the White House be tall, not to produce 
a more monumental image for the country, but to intentionally break the 
building code within the district which has limited its development.
The 1899 Heights of Building Act stipulates that privately built structures 
be no higher than the Capitol Building or other significant government edifices. 
It is a common misconception that this law still applies. In 1910 a new law was 
passed limiting building heights to the width of the street or avenue on which a 
building fronts, plus 20 feet, thus defining the characteristically wide, open scale 
of Washington D.C.
By breaking this building code, the White House Redux retroactively 
reimagines the district as a dynamic and dense urban capital.
On the occasion of the election of the 44th President of the United States 
of America, Storefront for Art and Architecture, in association with Control 
Group, issued an international call for designs. Universally recognized as a 
symbol of political authority, one of America’s greatest tourist attractions, and 
the center of the world’s most complex communications system, it is the ultimate 
architectural embodiment of power.
White House Redux was juried by a panel including Beatriz Colomina, 
Stefano Boeri, Liz Diller, and Mark Wigley. 
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With almost 500 submissions from 42 countries around the world, White House Redux, a
competition launched by Storefront for Art and Architecture and Control Group in January
2008, became one of the most talked-about architecture competitions of the year. The brief
was simple: what would the residence of the most powerful individual in the world, the White
House in Washington, D.C., look like if it were designed today? 
 
 Published to coincide with the opening of an exhibition of the competition's results at
Storefront for Art and Architecture, White House Redux contains a compendium of
documentation related to the competition and an overview of the results. It includes essays by
Joseph Grima (Storefront) and Geoff Manaugh (BLDGBLOG), a history of the existing White
House and 123 selected projects as well as the four winning submissions. A jury assessed
the submissions in the spectacular setting of the 45th floor of the World Trade Center Tower
7, a process documented in the book's 30-page photo essay by Marty Hyers. 
 
  Soft cover: 734 pages 
7.8" x10.5"
 
All Storefront Books sales are final and non-refundable.
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